L   LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPATTA*
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
March 4, 1922
MY  DEAR   FRIEND,
I have kept your letter of the 19th February in order to be
able to write to you at length.
Your first question is whether the requisite non-violent atmos-
phere can at all be attained and if so when. This is really a ques-
tion as old as non-co-operation. It puzzles me to find some of
the closest and most esteemed of co-workers putting the ques-
tion as if the requirement was a new thing. I have not the shadow
of a doubt that, if we can secure workers with an abiding faith in
non-violence and in themselves, we can ensure the non-violent
atmosphere required for the working of civil disobedience. The
discovery I have made during these few days is that very few
understand the nature of non-violence. The meaning of the adjec-
tive "civil" before "disobedience" is of course "non-violent".
Why should the people not be trained to refrain from partici-
pating in activities which are likely to throw them ojff their
balance? I agree that it will be difficult to get 30 crores of
people to be non-violent, but I refuse to believe that it is
difficult, if we can get intelligent and honest workers, to
make people who are not actively participating in the move-
ment remain indoors. Now, at Chauri Ghaura2 the procession
was deliberately formed by volunteers. It was wickedly taken
in the direction of the Thana. In my opinion., the forming of
the procession itself was easily avoidable. Having been formed,
it was the easiest thing to avoid passing the Thana. Two or
three hundred volunteers are reported to have been in the
procession. I hold that it was equally easy for this large
number of volunteers to have effectively prevented the atro-
cious murder of the constables or at least for every one of them
to have perished in the flames lit by the mob which they were
1 President, Andhra Provincial Congress Committee
2 A village in Gorakhpur district of Uttar Pradesh where on February 5
1922, the mob set fire to the police station and 22 constables were burnt alive.
Gandhiji was profoundly shocked by this and imposed on himself a five days*
fast on February 12; Me Vol. XXII, pp. 415-21.